
AMC South Coast Celebrants Cheering for each 
other 

The Marriage Law and 
Celebrants Section (MLCS) in 
the AGs, has sent all 
Commonwealth-registered 
marriage celebrants an email 
and/or text regarding the 
registration $170 charge for 
2022-2023. You can check 
and update your contact 
details by logging onto your 
MarCel self-service portal or 
by emailing them. 

The invoice will also be in 
your self-service portal 
and can be paid there. 
Your invoice will be due 
for payment within 60 
days from the date of 
issue.  
If you have not received 
your invoice please 
contact the MLCS 
immediately. 
In the 2020/2021, 360 
Celebrants were 
deregistered because of 
non-payment.  
If you do not wish to 
renew, you must  resign 
your position  to avoid the 

debt. 
If your invoice is not 
paid by the end of the 
charge payment day, 
then under section 39FB 
of the Marriage Act 
1961, you will be 
deregistered, and there 
is no option for an 
appeal under the 
Marriage Act. 
 

If you have any questions, 
please contact the MLCS 
at marriagecelebrantssecti
on@ag.gov.au. 

Annual celebrant registration 
for 2022-2023 

Recently a 
celebrant, 
out of our 
region, was 
contacted 
by a 

person claiming to be a 
mother, wishing to have 
her 14 year old daughter 
marry a 19 year old man. 
If someone you know is 

in, or at risk of, a forced or 
early marriage, you can 
contact the Australian 
Federal Police (AFP) 
on 131 237 (131AFP) for 
help. The AFP can keep 
the child safe, provide 
initial advice and refer to 
other services for support, 
such as accommodation, 

financial support, 
counselling & legal and 
immigration advice.  
Further information is 
on the AFP website at 
 www.afp.gov.au. 
 
Underage marriage fact 

sheet 

PROTECT CHILDREN 
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An update from your AMC South Coast  Coordinator, Lou Szymkow, August 2022 

To achieve success, we will continue to grow and do what 
we can to help each other grow. 

FIND RESOURCES ON OUR AMC WEBPAGE 

https://marriagecelebrants.org.au/member/resources/ 

All content is created for information only  

and is not legal advice, and not necessarily 

the views of the AMC. It is  edited by Lou 

Szymkow and whilst all care is taken, the 

editor cannot guarantee the accuracy of 

information provided by third parties. The 

editor, guest contributors & guest speakers 

all volunteer their time for Celebrants 

TWO GREAT 

SPEAKERS 

FOR OUR 

NEXT 

MEETING 

mailto:marriagecelebrantssection@ag.gov.au
mailto:marriagecelebrantssection@ag.gov.au
http://www.afp.gov.au/
https://www.dss.gov.au/women/publications-articles/reducing-violence/forced-and-early-marriage?fbclid=IwAR1BwAmLVhixdv0XCaKwmR6WcnlfZ4v8GkeGDkafqY7ffb89HIGYSWlfIMk&fs=e&s=cl
https://www.dss.gov.au/women/publications-articles/reducing-violence/forced-and-early-marriage?fbclid=IwAR1BwAmLVhixdv0XCaKwmR6WcnlfZ4v8GkeGDkafqY7ffb89HIGYSWlfIMk&fs=e&s=cl
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Nora is not just the Marketing 
Coordinator for the South Coast 
Wedding Fair but is an accomplished and 
awarded career photographer working 
across the NSW South Coast for since 
2007.  

After a cadetship at a Sydney Newspaper 
she became a Photojournalist before 
succumbing to the call of the sea when 
she and her husband, with their two 
children moved to the beautiful Jervis 
Bay area.   

She has since photographed hundreds 
of weddings specialising in natural, 
relaxed, candid, and fun photos in an 
unobtrusive and documentary style that 
truly reflect personalities. She aims 
to evoke emotion enabling couples to 
relive the moments of the day.  

www.devaiphotography.com.au  

nora@devaiphotography.com.au 

Ph: 0418 640 067 

www.southcoastweddingfair.com 

OCTOBER GUEST SPEAKER 1 - NORA DEVAI  

COAST WEDDING & FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHER 

Her awards include: 

• 2014 Earned my Associateship with the AIPP for outstanding photo-
graphic excellence 

• 2013 Silver Award – Wedding – AIPP Australian Professional Photog-
raphy Awards 

• 2012 2 x Silver Awards – Australian Professional Photography Awards 
(APPA) 

• 2012 Bronze Award – International Loupe Awards 

• 2011 Silver Award – Australian Professional Photography Awards 
(APPA) 

• 2011 Silver Award – International Loupe Awards 

• 2010 Bronze Award – International Aperture Awards 

• 2009 1st Place Winner – Shoalhaven Packers Photographic Prize 

• 2006 Honourable mention – Picture of the Year Award (POY) 

Generously sharing her skill & vast 

experience, she will guide us on how to 

work with the photographer to achieve 

the best results for the couple and the 

Celebrant alike, to boast client 

satisfaction and your own image. 

Regular surveys are conducted to ensure needs are being met. The survey results are in for the July 

meeting and the positive response is very encouraging. 

Here is a sample of comments: thank you for your time and effort in organizing the meeting. I enjoyed connecting 

with other celebrants and gleaning from their experiences. Regards Tom Mitchell 

All who attended said they enjoyed the length and structure of the meeting, and did learn from the presenter while expressing an 

intent to put the advice into practice. 

Just one responder did express the view that agenda items other than the speaker were not necessary however I must point out that 

the purpose of the meeting is mutual support and so interaction and information are essential elements while the education aspect of 

a guest speaker is a bonus. 

All said they will attend future meetings. All also reported that they enjoy the newsletters. Good to hear. 

 

I should mention that I used a MS Restaurant satisfaction survey template for the July survey and that despite my best 

efforts, it kept defaulting back to the original heading and questions. Then, even after I thought I had it fixed it all, 

Microsoft snuck a question back in about meals replacing a more pertinent and important question. Glad all saw the 

fun in that 

JULY SURVEY RESULTS 

http://www.devaiphotography.com.au
mailto:nora@devaiphotography.com.au
http://www.southcoastweddingfair.com


OCTOBER GUEST SPEAKER 2 - JORDAN WEAVER 

Saturday and Sunday on 
weddings with her 9-5 
corporate job during the 
week, she learned two 
things. Firstly, she has an 
extremely patient 
husband (thanks Matt!) 
and, most importantly, 
wedding planning and 
styling was where she 
wanted to be. 
It allowed me to combine 
her creative styling side 
with project management 
skills, and have the 
honour of working with 

Jordan, Is an event 
planner, stylist and 
coordinator. 
But she wasn't always in 
the business of weddings. 
After 12 years working in 
Sydney and London as a 
corporate publicist, 
planning events, launches 
and tours for 
international film stars, 
chefs, authors, sports 
men and women and 
some of Australia’s best-
known TV personalities, 
the job that captured her 
heart as a 21 year-old had 
lost its shine. 
Wedding planning had 
always been her dream 
career ‘to-do’ list so while 
juggling her 9 to 5 job 
(with a young family in 
the mix!) she dipped her 
toe into the wedding 
planning waters, planning 
and styling events as her 
‘side hustle.’ 
After 6 months of working 

truly beautiful couples and 
their families. 
Since making the leap into 
wedding planning and 
styling she has worked with 
countless couples from 
Australia and around the 
world to create exquisite 
once-in-a-lifetime 
celebrations across Sydney, 
the South Coast, the 
Southern Highlands, the 
Hunter Valley and beyond. 
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I’m here to take the stress, confusion 

and overwhelm out of planning your 

wedding day. Simple as that! 

JULY GUEST SPEAKER SUMMARY 

The Celebrants’ Guide to Marketing 
Hope you enjoyed and benefitted from Marcus’ excellent presentation in our July 

2022 Zoom session. He managed somehow to squeeze a full day session into just 50 
minutes.  
Have you implemented his tips and advice?.  

 Have you identified your unique selling point (USP)? 

 How are you communicating to customers? 

 What networks have you developed or joined? 

 Have you chosen your specific market? 

 Is your message to customers clear? 

 Have you chosen a marketing medium that suits you and that you believe in? 

 Do you have a sales process in place that ensures you follow up on all leads? 
 

Bonus tips. Marcus recommends: 

1. Have 3 marketing channels actively operating. 

2. Don’t waste money hunting new leads if you are not converting the ones you have. 
I hope to invite Marcus back in a few months to offer advice on how we can better manage our businesses to success. 



This is an excellent opportunity for 

new and experienced funeral 

celebrants to gain a detailed insight 

into the funeral industry. 

Mark Simpson Principal Educator 

is a retired lecturer in medicine, 

who has close personal & 

professional ties to the funeral 

industry (incl training as an 

embalmer) but has no allegiance to 

any funeral company/organisation. 

He has been involved in public 

education for 30yrs & 15yrs ago 

joined with Jan Field 

(embalmer/mentor, FD & funeral 

home locum to form the 

Australasian Funeral Industry 

Training Services (AFITS), a 

national training, education & 

support service. 

He and Jan, are very happy to take 

your questions personally or during 

the presentation. 

M a r k  h a s  w r i t t e n 

presentations/articles for the BIE 

(UK), AIE, ASE (US), AFDA (Aust), 

NFDA (US), Dodge mag, The 

Mazwell Group, UK Funeral 

Director/Funeral Service Times  

FEBRUARY 2023 GUEST SPEAKER—Mark Simpson  
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If you would like to engage in one of the courses at AFITS, here are some links: 

Funeral Industry Courses - Medical Educators 

Funeral Industry CPD & Educational Seminars - Medical Educators 

Email: support@medicaleducators.com.au 
Phone: 0431396417 

Mark Simpson Principal Educator 

B.Med.Sc(Hon.Clin.Pharm)B.Med.Ed.BN (Psych.Int.Care) 

(m) 0431 396 417 

mark@medicaleducators.com.au  

www.medicaleducators.com.au  

(ABN) 74 850 690 713 

(reg.education provider) 

WHAT DO YOU WANT 

COVERED? 

Prior to the February meeting 

you will be surveyed on topics of 

greatest interest including; 

• The Aust Funeral Industry its 

functions & disfunctions, 

regulations/lack of regulations 

• The new ACCC Aust. Funeral 

Industry report – what were the 

serious concern re: deceptive 

behaviours. 

• The extremes of the funeral 

industry…from multi-nationals 

through to shop fronts (only) 

• Deceased preparation – what is 

done/can be done, why, why 

not 

• Coroner’s investigations when, 

why, why not, autopsy, non-

interventional autopsy 

• Voluntary euthanasia 

 

https://medicaleducators.com.au/funeral-industry-courses/
https://medicaleducators.com.au/product/funeral-industry-education-seminars/
https://medicaleducators.com.au/about-us/
tel:0431396417
mailto:mark@medicaleducators.com.au
http://www.medicaleducators.com.au/


Page 5  AMC South Coast  Celebrants  Cheering for  each other  Volume 1,  I ssue 3  

The MLCS is currently reviewing the Guidelines to the 

Marriage Act as well as the Happily Before & After pamphlet. 

I am told there will be major changes including simplifying 

the Guidelines and updating the content of the Happily Before 

& After pamphlet to make it far more relevant to 

relationships in 2022. 

Currently 7pm meetings for 2022 all have guest speakers 

scheduled: 

Wednesday 26/10/2022 

Tentative – Dinner on Monday 12th December 2022 
at Mollymook Golf Club 

In 2023, Zoom 7pm meetings will be held on the 
second Wednesday of the third month from February 
2023. February has an incredible guests speaker (details 
in this newsletter) and may members of the Funeral 
Celebrants Association of Australia (FCAA) will be 
invited to join us. 

Wednesday 8th February 2023 

Wednesday 10th May 2023 

Wednesday 9th August 2023 

Wednesday 8th November 2023 

Tentative Friday 8th December 2023 for Dinner at the 
Mollymook Golf Club 

Our July meeting 

had 18 in attendance 

and 6 apologies. 

Fantastic growth in 

a  short period of 

time. Let’s keep it 

up, continuing to 

learn from each 

other and cheer for 

the success of us all. 

As you may know, I 

am a member of 

various associations 

and to me, there is no conflict of interest 

whatsoever as those memberships are a privilege 

and each offers the benefit of a wider knowledge 

base and wider exposure. Most Celebrancy 

associations are members of CoCA and you will 

see celebrants join us who are members of a CoCA 

association, or not, or maybe not even an 

association member at all.  We invite all celebrants 

to take part because the wider the net, the wider 

our knowledge base and the greater benefit to us 

all as Celebrants honing our profession. We can 

learn and benefit from each other’s knowledge and 

experience. That is just as important for the more 

experienced and it is for the novice. When a 

Celebrant asks a question such as “what can I use for 

ID”, or “Is the NOIM 

lodged when they sign or 

when I get it”, you might 

be forgiven for 

thinking it is a new 

Celebrant asking but I 

have seen similar 

questions asked by Celebrants after many years of 

registration. We are all human and might have our 

moments. If we want to build trust in the 

community and encourage people to Civil 

Celebrants, especially on the South Coast, we need 

to up the game and be confident that all Civil 

Celebrants are professionals and that the South 

Coast is the best place for that Ceremony.  

I am surprised at just how much information 

comes across my desk every day. As Celebrants we 

need to keep up with so much just to ensure we are 

complying with the law and rather than bombard 

you with emails, I am putting everything into a 

monthly newsletter. I hadn't planned it to be 

monthly but quarterly would have been too large 

and far too cumbersome. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81164220688


Page 6  AMC South Coast  Celebrants  Cheering for  each other  Volume 1,  I ssue 3  

COMPLAINTS 

COMPLAINTS RE-

CEIVED 
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1 7 7 43 20 40 29 38 11 
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Deregistration 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 

Suspension 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 

Caution 0 2 1 3 4 3 1 2 5 

Additional OPD 

hours 

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 

Total 0 2 3 3 7 4 3 4 6 

The Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department (AGD) registers and regulates marriage celebrants 
under Part IV, Division 1, Subdivision C and Subdivision D of the Marriage Act 1961 (the Marriage Act). This 
activity is known as the Commonwealth Marriage Celebrants Program. 
The Marriage Law and Celebrants Section (MLCS) within AGD is responsible for the administration of the 
Marriage Celebrants Program. The purpose of the Program is to apply appropriate scrutiny to aspiring marriage 
celebrants, to support the availability of services across Australia, including in remote areas, and to regulate the 
performance of Commonwealth-registered marriage celebrants to ensure professional, knowledgeable and legally 
correct services are delivered to marrying couples.  
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https://www.ag.gov.au/families-and-marriage/publications/about-marriage-celebrants-program
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KNOWLEDGE 
BASE 

We need knowledge at our 
fingertips to ensure we can 
confidently respond to challenges. I 
will endeavour to provide 
information in each newsletter to 
expand our personal knowledge 
base. 

What is the difference between a  
‘Certificate of No Impediment to Marriage (CNI)’  

and a ‘Declaration of No Legal Impediment to 
Marriage (DONLIM)’? 

 
The simple explanation is that the Declaration is signed by the couple (both 
parties) intending to marry in Australia and their signatures are witnessed by 
the Authorised Celebrant who is to solemnise the marriage. That Celebrant 
will have the prepared form. It is an offence for a party to knowingly give a 
false declaration and an offence for the solemnisation to take place without 
the declarations (DONLIM) having been signed. 

Whereas a Certificate Of No Impediment To Marriage (CNI) is an official 
document issued by a government body either in Australia or overseas, that 
proves an individual is eligible for marriage. 

A foreign national living overseas but wishing to marry in Australia, may find 
that a Certificate Of  No Impediment To Marriage (CNI) may be required to 
secure an exit permit or perhaps a Visa, particularly if  applying for a 
Marriage or Fiancé Visa.  

Couples should check with the relevant government department in their 
country of  origin. 
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You have probably 
submitted your tax return 

by now, but these links 
may provide you with 
helpful information  

https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/Income-and-deductions-for-business/Deductions/ 

https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Income-and-deductions/Deductions-you-can-claim/Clothing,-laundry-and-dry-cleaning-
expenses/ 

TAX TIME 

The BIC (Business Industry Code form 
Celebrants is: 

95399 Other Personal Services n.e.c. 

This class consists of units mainly engaged 
in providing personal services not elsewhere 
classified and so we are there with: 

 Cloak room service 

 Genealogy service 

 Heraldry service 

 Marriage celebrant service 

 Personal fitness training service 

 Pet care service (except veterinary and 
agistment services) 

 Sauna bath operation 

 Shoe shining 

 Tattooing and piercing service 

 Turkish bath operation 

 Wedding chapel operation (except 
church) 

 
Anyone considering a career change? :)  

AMC South Coast  Celebrants  Cheering for  each other  

https://www.ato.gov.au/Business/Income-and-deductions-for-business/Deductions/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Income-and-deductions/Deductions-you-can-claim/Clothing,-laundry-and-dry-cleaning-expenses/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Income-and-deductions/Deductions-you-can-claim/Clothing,-laundry-and-dry-cleaning-expenses/


The Coalition of 

Celebrant Associations 

is an “association of 

associations”.   

As such CoCA 

does not have 

individual celebrants as 

members, rather associations are members. The 

member associations are represented by the delegates 

they nominate. However member associations or course 

accept individual celebrants as members, and all CoCA 

Associations have and/or accept members from all 

states and territories around Australia.  

The AMC, used to be a CoCA member association 

but currently is not. 

Members of marriage Celebrancy associations that are 

CoCA members, are always welcome to join our 

meetings.  

The Celebrants Australia Inc. is a CoCA member and 

you may see their members join us from time to time as 

they did in July. 

CoCA meets regularly to discuss  & report on relevant 

matters including the pending 50th Anniversary in July 

2023 of the first appointment of a Civil Marriage 

Celebrant in Australia.  

Stats from the last COCA meeting (see also MLCS 

section): 

• Currently 9917 Celebrants. 

• 1000 applied  in 2021/2022 but only 700 

appointed.  

• There were 600 resignations of Celebrants, and  

• 326 Celebrants were deregistered for non-payment 

of fees 

Ceremonies on commonwealth territory 
People wishing to have a ceremony on commonwealth 
territory, including Crown Land and National Parks, must 
apply for a permit. The good news is that smaller 
ceremonies of under 30 participants, may have the fee 
waived. 
The Celebrant conducting the Ceremony on 
commonwealth territory, including Crown Land and 
National Parks, must apply for a separate permit to 
conduct business inside a National Park. 
To accomplish that, you will need to resister for online 
services and then  login to make the application for a 
commercial permit, paying the application fee of $50  

• Register for an online services account on this webpage. 

• Submit a permit application here. 
Photographers, videographers,  and anyone being paid for 
a service, will need to apply for their own separate permit. 

Births, Deaths & Marriages ACT 
Access Canberra 
Chief Minister Treasury and Economic Development 
Directorate 
ACT Government 
21 Bowes Place Phillip ACT 2606 
PO Box 158 , Canberra ACT 2601 
02 6207 6444 
bdm@act.gov.au 
BDM Marriages <Marriages@act.gov.au> 
www.act.gov.au/accesscbr 
Marriage registration (act.gov.au) 
To register a marriage performed on crown land, the BDM 
preferred method is for you to email the copy of the 
registration documents (Certificate of Marriage, DONLIM, 
NOIM) to BDM Marriages at: 

Marriages@act.gov.au 
The BDM ACT will then send you confirmation by reply 
email, once the marriage is registered. 
Alternatively you can post the documents, which might 
take a bit longer, to: 

GPO BOX 158, Canberra ACT 2601 
As a precaution if posting, you should keep copy and 
postal tracking record in case anything gets lost in transit or 
upon arrival. 
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ACCC investigates 
Funeral Industry 

The ACCC commenced an investigation into the 
Australian Funeral Industry in Dec 2021 following a 
CHOICE investigation.  There are plenty of 
“sharks” in the industry, says Mark Simpson 
Principal Educator at Australian Medical Educators, 
and he has put together a couple of public seminars 
about this which were all over subscribed. If 
interested you can enrol in his course on the matter. 
Fees are displayed on the link 

The Death Care Industry – the Good, the Bad & the 
Ugly - Medical Educators 

Click here for the ACCC report of December 2021  

"Love is patient, love is kind, love 
means slowly losing your mind." 

-27 Dresses  

AMC South Coast  Celebrants  Cheering for  each other  

CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME 
Feel free to submit articles, 

comments, topics or questions 

https://www.coalitionofcelebrantassociations.org.au/about-coca/31-about-the-company/140-member-associations
https://onlineservices.environment.gov.au/register
https://onlineservices.environment.gov.au/parks/booderee-national-park
mailto:bdm@act.gov.au
http://www.act.gov.au/accesscbr
https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/s/article/marriage-registration-tab-overview
https://medicaleducators.com.au/product/the-death-care-industry-the-good-the-bad-the-ugly/
https://medicaleducators.com.au/product/the-death-care-industry-the-good-the-bad-the-ugly/
https://www.accc.gov.au/system/files/Funeral%20services%20sector%20report.pdf

